
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

JUNE 9, 2021 
 
 

The Public Works Committee met June 9, 2021, at 4:30 P.M., in person and via teleconference in the 
Council chambers at City Hall. 
Present at the meeting in the council chambers:  Chairman Gould, Alderman Sharp, Alderman 
Bredeman, Mayor Hughes, Superintendent Sutherland, City Engineer Coulter, Office Manager Passage,  
Present at the meeting via teleconference:   
The meeting was broadcasted via zoom.  
 
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comments 
 
PURPOSE 
Mosquito Spray – Michael Contratto addressed the committee regarding spraying for mosquitos. 
He talked about the method of spraying and when spraying is needed.  He did not believe spraying every 
two weeks was appropriate.  He recommended a scientific based method of spraying with a monitoring 
program, with a larva side material.   Superintendent Sutherland talked about the type of spray the city 
uses, the program that has been used and is open to alternative options. Michael Contratto talked about 
citizens have their own yard areas sprayed  
Superintendent Sutherland stated that we currently use a Biomist 351 spray which cost approximately 
$4,043.87 and the other type of spray (Merce) costs approximately $13,438.48 for 55 gallon drums. 
He has only budgeted for the $4,000.00.  Superintendent Sutherland asked the committee to address 
the following two questions: 
1.  Does the Committee want to spray? 
2.  How much do you want to spend/what chemical? 
 Luke Harvey addressed the committee regarding how the mosquito spray affects the bees and 
pollinators.  A discussion ensued.   
Alderman Bredeman questioned if there is a lot of pressure to spray.  Superintendent Sutherland stated 
he feels there is 10% that does not want to spray.  Mayor Hughes stated that the City did not spray last 
year and did not hear too much from anyone.  He stated we should hold off on spraying and if we do 
spray along the river with what chemical we have.    Mayor Hughes suggested a sub-committee to look 
at mosquito spraying.  A discussion was held regarding target spraying.  Alderman Sharp stated he was 
in favor to using the less expensive spray and spraying along the riverfront and only spray when 
necessary.    Mayor Hughes stated that a sub-committee can be formed to look into mosquito spraying.  
Mayor Hughes stated that there are some along the riverfront that do not want their areas sprayed.  
Mayor Hughes stated that after further consideration and knowing that some along the river will not 
want sprayed his opinion is to not spraying.  After some more discussion, the consensus of the 
committee was to not spray this year and do more research.  The superintendent  will still larva side. 
Michael Contratto asked if they still wanted to form a subcommittee and if someone from the public 
works committee will be on it.  Mayor Hughes stated yes and that they do not need anyone from the 
city council on the committee.  They will bring back their information to the public works committee for 
consideration.  Alderman Sharp stated they could pick anyone they want to be on the committee. 
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Honorary Street Sign-VFW – Office Manager Passage reported that the five year time limit for the 
honorary street sign for the veteran’s triangle is expired.  The policy states they can renew for an 
additional five years, for $25.00, or pay and additional $750.00 for the sign to remain in place 
permanently and the city would take responsibility for the sign.  The city has the right to waive the 
$750.00 fee since it is a not for profit organization.  She advised that she reached out to Tom Harms, 
however; he did not respond.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the committee to waive the fee 
and to reach out to Tom Harms and place this on the council agenda for the June 14 meeting. 
 
High Water Usage Waiver Request – Office Manager Passage presented one application for a high usage 
waiver request from Jennifer Denny of 1520 Harborway Dr.  She advised the committee that there was 
technology problem with zoom at the last meeting and Ms. Denny could not join the meeting.  She had 
contacted Office Manager Passage and Superintendent Sutherland to advise us of the problem and that 
she would be on vacation on June 9.  Since Superintendent Sutherland verified that the water did not go 
through the system and Ms. Denny could not join zoom at the last meeting, Office Manager Passage 
requested that the committee proceed with their decision regarding the high usage waiver.  The amount 
to be considered to waive is $49.23.  The consensus of the committee was to waive the $49.23.   
 
Report – Liens – No liens to report 
Sidewalk Program Applications – Office Manager Passage presented the following applications for the 
sidewalk program: 

 
The balance remaining in the program should all of the above be approved is $13,586.00. 
A discussion was held regarding the section of sidewalk that will be replaced at 1120 Fifth that is at the 
corner and requires a detection warning insert.  This portion is the city’s and is paid at 100%.  The 
consensus of the committee was to pay for this portion at 100%. 
The consensus of the committee was to present the above applications for approval at the June 14, 
2021 council meeting. 
 
 Traffic Signal Master Agreement – IDOT – Engineer Coulter explained that the City has an agreement 
with IDOT regarding the Traffic Signals and the agreement expires June 30, 2021.  The new Traffic Signal 
Master Agreement is a ten year agreement,  July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2031.  He stated he has reviewed 
the new agreement and recommended that it be presented to council for approval.  Mayor Hughes 
asked about the timing of the lights.  Engineer Coulter stated that the agreement does not cover the 
timing, however they will look at the timing.  Ken stated that the timing did not seem long.  They will be 
double checking.  He did feel that there is an issue at Cloverdale, due to Plaza Drive.  The consensus of 
the committee was to present the new agreement to the city council at the June 14 council meeting.  
 

6/14/2021 Matt Russell 209 Sandyshores Dr.Shepard $1,673.00 $1,000.00 $19,136.00

6/14/2021 Michael Donnelly 630 Hushaw Yarger 1,488.00$ 1,000.00$ $18,136.00

6/14/2021 Tracy Emrich 1120 N. Fifth Yarger 2,232.00$ 1,000.00$ $17,136.00

6/14/2021 City 1120 Fifth Yarger 550.00$     550.00$     $16,586.00

6/14/2021 Donald Schmidt Jr. 919 Sixth Shepard 1,860.00$ 1,000.00$ $15,586.00

6/14/2021 Wanda Perry 923 Sixth Shepard 2,040.00$ 1,000.00$ $14,586.00

6/14/2021 Eric Riggans 1119 Fifth Engbrecht 1,579.00$ 1,000.00$ $13,586.00
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Taco Bell – Request to Vacate Alley – Office Manager Passage stated that the city attorney has prepared 
the ordinance to vacate the alley and the City Engineer has prepared the plat.  Therefore the ordinance  
is ready to go to council.  The engineer and the superintendent will review the ordinance and it will be 
presented at the June 14 council meeting.  Jon Jenkins was in the audience and thanked the committee 
and explained that the extra few feet will help with their plans to build a new taco bell building with 
potentially two drive thru lanes.  He asked that the Superintendent have the sewer lines televised.  
Superintendent Sutherland asked if they would pay for that service.  Jon Jenkins stated that they would 
share the cost or work with the Superintendent regarding the cost. 
 
Hydrant Flushing – Superintendent Sutherland stated it is time to have the hydrants flushed.  He 
presented a proposal from Complete Maintenance System in the amount of $2,680.00.  The last time 
the hydrants were flushed was 2019 and the cost was $2,680.00.  The consensus of the committee was 
to present the proposal for approval at the June 14, 2021 council meeting. 
 
Project Update 
Engineer Coulter advised the committee that the paving of the parking lots should start tomorrow. 
Engineer Coulter explained that we have used Midstate Asphalt for the spray patching and asked the 
committee if he could obtain a quote from Midstate Asphalt for this year’s spray patching.  He explained 
the process.  He stated if it is within reason he recommended it go to council for approval.  He explained 
why the bid process was hard for this project and recommends obtaining a quote. 
 
Luke Harvey, bee keeper association, addressed the committee again regarding the ordinance the city 
has regarding bee keeping.  He stated that the city’s ordinance states that bees are a nuisance.  It is not 
a necessary ordinance and good look for Chillicothe compared to the Peoria’s ordinance.  He requested 
that the ordinance be reviewed.  Mayor suggested that it go to the sub-committee and have them 
investigate it along with mosquitos and bring it back to the public works committee when they are done. 
Alderman Sharp asked if it is the intent to allow bees to be kept the corporate limits and if there are 
citizens that are interested.     
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Nothing 
SUMMARY 
Council Agenda Items – Honorary Street Sign – Veterans Triangle 
   Sidewalk Program Applications 
   Traffic Signal Master Agreement – IDOT 
   Ordinance – Vacate Alley – Taco Bell 
   Hydrant Flushing 
   Spray patching 
Chairman Action – 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:35p.m. 
 
Respectfully 
Dennis Gould, Chairman 


